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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1. The declaration under 37 CFR 1.132 filed 1 1/7/2003 is insufficient to overcome the 
rejection of claims 1-2 based upon U.S. Pat. No. 6,537,694 as set forth in the last Office action 
because: the executor of the declaration is not the same person making the declaration and 
therefore the declaration is defective. The declaration begins with the statement "I, Youichi 
Kato, . . . , hereby declare as follows:" and is signed by Kazuyuki Sakakibara on 1 0/29/2003 . 

2. The terminal disclaimer filed on 1 1/7/2003 disclaiming the terminal portion of any patent 
granted on this application which would extend beyond the expiration date of U.S. 6,566,005 has 
been reviewed and is accepted. The terminal disclaimer has been recorded. 

3. This Office Action is responsive to the amendment filed on 1 1/7/2003. Claim 25 has 
been amended. Claims 29, 30, and 41-72 are cancelled. Claims 1-28, and 3 1-40 are pending. 
Claims 3-7 are objected to. Claims 8-24 are allowed. Claims 1 and 2 are rejected for reasons of 
record which are reiterated below for applicant's convenience. Claims 25-28, and 3 1-40 are 
rejected for reasons necessitated by applicant's amendment. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

4. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification stall rontain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
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5. Claims 25-28, and 3 1-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which 
was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the 
relevant ait that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession of the 
claimed invention. 

In claim 25, the limitation "each said first and second cell group including at least one 
cell and having a heat load distinct from the other cells" does not appear to be supported by the 
original disclosure. Furthermore, it is unclear what other cells are being referred to since the 
cells are divided into at least one first cell group and at least one second cell group. 

Claims depending from claims rejected under 35 USC 1 12, first paragraph are also 
rejected for the same. 



6. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

7. Claims 25-28, and31-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In claim 25, the limitation "each said first and second cell group including at least one 
cell and having a heat load distinct from the other cells" is indefinite because it is unclear what 
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other cells are being referred to since the cells are divided into at least one first cell group and at 
least one second cell group. 

Claims depending from claims rejected under 35 USC 1 12, second paragraph are also 
rejected for the same. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 

ta^tior^appUcatiori mer^cter the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) Sail have the effects fo/purposra of this 

9. Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Sugiura et al. 
(US 6,537,694 Bl). 

The applied reference has a common inventor and assignee with the instant application. 
Based upon the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it constitutes prior art under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) might be overcome either by a showing 
under 37 CFR 1. 132 that any invention disclosed but not claimed in the reference was derived 
from the inventor of this application and is thus not the invention "by another," or by an 
appropriate showing under 37 CFR 1.131. 
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With respect to claim 1 , Sugiura et al. discloses a battery comprising a case 20 (see 
Figure 1) containing a plurality of cells 4 (see Figure 2), an air passage 32 (see Figure 5) formed 
within the case for allowing cooling ah- outside the case to enter the case and to pass along the 
cells and exit from the case, and a U-shaped radiator 9 (see Figure 3) provided in the air passage 
32 is in contact with more than one outer surfaces of the cells 4 (see Figure 2), and the heat 
capacity of the radiator increases in the downstream direction of a flow of the cooling air as 
shown in Figures 5 and 6 where a plurality of fins 10 are present in a downstream direction of 
the flow of cooling air. 

With respect to claim 2, the plurality of fins 10 increases the surface area and the volume 
of the radiator in the downstream direction of the flow of the cooling air (see Figure 6). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

10. Claim 8-24 are allowed. 

1 1 . Claims 3-7 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 

12. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
The reasons are cumulative from applicant's arguments of record that distinguish the 

allowed claims from the prior art of record. 
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Conclusion 

1 3 . Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1. 136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutoiy period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1. 136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutoiy period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 

14. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications should be 
directed to examiner Susy Tsang-Foster, Ph.D. whose telephone number is (571) 272-1293. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 9:30 AM to 6: 00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick Ryan can be reached at (571) 272-1292. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is (703) 872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://paii--dii-ect.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Susy Tsang-Foster 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1745 



